
June 12, 2012 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Re: Notice of Ex Parte Communication, WC Docket No. 10-90 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
On June 7, 2012, Mescalero Apache Tribe Councilman Alfred LaPaz, Mescalero 
Attorney John Wheeler, Mescalero Apache Telecom, Inc. (MATI) General Manager 
Godfrey Enjady, MATI General Counsel Alan Morel, MATI cost advisor and Lexicon 
representative Doug Kitch, with Simon Hooke, Councilman of the San Carlos Apache 
Tribe, and Debbie Ho, John Harte, and Jesse Renteria of Mapetsi Policy Group met with 
Michael Steffen, Legal Advisor, Office of the Chairman, Geoffrey Blackwell, Chief, 
Office of Native Affairs & Policy (ONAP), Irene Flannery, Deputy Chief, ONAP, Beau 
Finley, Legal Advisor, ONAP, Greg Guice, Director, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Patrick Halley, Legal Advisor, Wireline Competition Bureau.   
 
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the views of the Mescalero Apache Tribe, the 
San Carlos Apache Tribe and their tribal-government owned telecommunications 
companies on the above referenced FCC’s CAF Order, and to receive information about 
the CAF Order. 
 
The groups relayed the importance of the services that the tribal carriers provide to 
reservation residents, the need to continue this progress, and the concerns the Tribe has 
with the CAF Order.  The group briefly discussed the April 2012 clarifying order, and 
sought information on whether additional clarifying orders would be issued prior to the 
July 1, 2012 implementation date.  The tribal officials noted that there remain many 
“dead zones” on both reservations, and that the Order has caused uncertainty that has 
prevented build out to these areas, which in turn has aggravated public safety concerns.   
 
Mr. Halley stated that there are recovery mechanisms available, but the tribal 
representatives pointed out that those mechanisms will still result in funding cuts to the 
tribally owned companies.   
 
Tribal representatives also discussed concerns with the waiver process, and its lack of 
acknowledgment that the companies are wholly owned by tribal governments.  Those 
concerns were not sufficiently resolved. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
John Harte, 
Mapetsi Policy Group 


